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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 4 December on the following amendment to motion moved by Hon Bruce Donaldson - 

That the following words be added to the end of the motion - 

but regret to inform Your Excellency that the Government is failing in its administration of the 
State of Western Australia 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [12.18 pm]:  I stand to speak in favour of the amendment.  In 
the time I have I hope to cover some of the critical issues relating to children in this State and to highlight the 
ways in which I believe the Government of Western Australia’s administration of government is failing our 
children.  I begin by noting a particular initiative that I established as shadow minister for children this year; that 
is, a children’s summit that I planned and conducted during Children’s Week on 25 October at the University of 
Notre Dame in Fremantle.  I acknowledge all of those people who so generously gave of their time to speak at 
that conference and the 300 or so people who attended.  From my perspective, as shadow minister for children, 
the purpose of that conference was to look at the state of Western Australia’s children.  That was the topic I set 
for the invited keynote speakers.  That was a full-day conference and I cannot do justice to all the speakers who 
were there, but I would like to spend some time referring to the issues raised.  If there was a common theme for 
the summit it was the importance of investing in the early years, early learning and early intervention, and the 
prevention of things that negate the good growth and development of our children. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  How much did the previous Government invest in this? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Many millions of dollars.  Western Australia was the first State to invest some 
$300 million in early intervention programs, and for the first time ever in Australia it put in place a kindergarten 
and pre-primary program system that was available to every Western Australian child.  This State can now boast 
about being ahead of every other State because it has provided a program of kindergarten and early intervention 
for every four and five-year-old.  We can also boast the creation of 700 jobs for teachers and 700 jobs for 
teachers aides.  This Government will be struggling to provide all those places in the new year.  People are 
calling my office saying that the Government promised a place for their child in pre-primary and their child is 
being turned away from the school where he or she attended kindergarten.  In response to the interjection by Hon 
Ljiljanna Ravlich, I stand proud as a member of the previous coalition Government by saying that we did begin a 
very good program for investing in the early years and in early intervention and prevention.  In addition, we 
established the building blocks program that this Government has downgraded. 

I will now refer to some of the issues that were raised at the Children’s Summit held during Children’s Week this 
year.  The keynote speakers included Hon Roger McClay, the Commissioner for Children from New Zealand, 
who very generously flew in to speak about the importance of early intervention and children; Professor Fiona 
Stanley, who heads probably the nation’s most successful child health research institute, the TVW Telethon 
Institute for Child Health Research; Hon David Malcolm, the Chief Justice of Western Australia; Prue Walsh 
from Queensland, a play consultant; and Isabelle Adams, a specialist in Aboriginal education. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  What does a play consultant do? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  A play specialist is an advocate for the importance of children’s play and learning 
through play.  The brief I gave her was to look at things that negated play - and I will go into that in a few 
moments - and why play is so important for children during their early development.  Prue Walsh is a consultant 
Australia-wide; she is engaged by organisations that put in play equipment and facilities, such as councils, child-
care centres, kindergartens, early learning centres and schools. 

I will return to the critical issue of investing in the early years.  As we have heard during the Address-in-Reply, 
this Government has promised much and done little.  In a few moments I will refer to the Gordon inquiry and 
other matters.  Hon Roger McClay gave an extremely vibrant address on his position as Children’s 
Commissioner in New Zealand.  His paper stated - 

It was an Australian who, in 1999 said “Our children are like signposts to the future of our society; they 
tell us what we are becoming.  But they are also our most precious resource for shaping the future, so 
we had better make sure we are nurturing them and support them to the limit of our capacity”. 

The other issues Hon Roger McClay spoke about were his promotion, support and encouragement for this State 
and other States to develop a commission for children - an office dedicated to children - with a commissioner at 
its head.  He pointed out that New Zealand appointed its first Commissioner for Children in 1989 and that 
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position grew from an issue of child protection, which I want to read to the Chamber.  Before I do that, he stated 
- 

In my small country - 

Meaning New Zealand.   

we lose a small child every 6-8 weeks by manslaughter or murder.  

The women’s refuge movement sees 10,000 children per year - all having witnessed or been subject to 
abuse in their own home.   

Convictions in the last 10 years reveal sexual abuse which condemns 4 or 5 children to horrendous 
trauma every day.   

Our children need a voice like that provided by my Office.   

If our children are our signposts to the future of our society … we have been on a rocky road, and I 
don’t like the likely destination. 

As I said, I do not have time to go through all of the addresses, but I want to retell the story of little James who 
was the catalyst for the establishment of the office of the Commissioner for Children in New Zealand.  Roger 
McClay stated - 

Every time a child is abused … and every time a child dies … that’s a time for society to learn lessons.   

I remind the Administration in this State of Western Australia that our children should be taken very seriously.  
Roger McClay told the story of a famous little boy from New Zealand called James.  He said - 

I refer to him every day as I seek to advocate for our children.   
James was born in June 1994 … nearly 5 years after the promises Parliament made in the form of our 
Children Young Persons and Their Families Act … nearly one year after New Zealand made so many 
wonderful promises in the form of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
On the 4th April 1999, James (not quite 5) died from one or more physical assaults perpetrated by his 
mother’s partner who had previously been already convicted of assault on James in 1996.   

My Office investigated the life and death of James.  His killer is currently serving a sentence of 12 
years in jail.   

We wanted to examine how this little boy came to die in spite of the many agencies involved with him 
and his family.   
I wanted to find out what needed to change in the way we do things.   

This investigation is undoubtedly the biggest, most significant piece of work by my Office in its 13 
years. 
James, probably by giving his life, has brought about the most significant realisation by New Zealand 
society that much needed to be done for the protection of our most vulnerable children.   
We found that poor inter-agency communication characterised the professional work with James and 
his family.   
Agencies worked without reference to each other.   
Agencies ended their involvement assuming that others were protecting James - but they weren’t.   
Some officials seem not to understand the basic signs of a young boy at risk; or the role they needed to 
play to ensure his safety and well-being.   
James’ mother conceived him when she was 14.   
James visited doctors and hospitals near 40 times in his short life.   
James’ eventual killer inflicted facial injuries upon him when he was just 15 months old.   
When he was 2 he went to hospital with serious injuries.   
He continued to be kicked, punched, bashed and abused until his death.   
The protection and nurture of children is a task shared by family and society.  Society’s responsibilities 
are expressed through macro policies which support families, and through its agents on whom it relies 
to identify those few children who are harmed in their families.   

I do not have time to go through all of Roger McClay’s speech.  It was excellent.  The point I want to make is 
that in the States that have appointed commissioners for children, the catalyst for a serious issue had arisen.  
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Three States have commissioners for children: Queensland, Tasmania and New South Wales.  Each of those 
States set up a commissioner for children after a serious child protection issue arose, such as that which arose in 
New Zealand.  A small child of three or four years of age went to hospital 40 times and was under the eye of a 
number of agencies, yet the abuser, on release from prison, was sent back to the same home.  The situation in 
Western Australia that caused the Gordon inquiry to be conducted was the death of Susan Taylor.  I suggest to 
the Government, as Roger McClay did at my summit, that perhaps the way government agencies responded to 
Susan’s needs is similar to the way they responded to little James’s needs in New Zealand.  We know that some 
12 agencies were contacted and were aware of the plight of Susan Taylor.  There have been no real findings as 
yet on her death.   
The Premier is to be commended for the amount of money that will be allocated to programs, some of which are 
early intervention and prevention programs, by way of domestic violence teams and assistance in his response to 
the Gordon inquiry, which was handed down this week.  However, the new funding of $67 million pales in 
significance when we consider the coalition Government’s funding of over $300 million for the early 
intervention programs of the early childhood services and $57 million for the building blocks program.  
Although I acknowledge that the Government has responded to some of the issues for Aboriginal children raised 
in the Gordon inquiry, I do not believe it has gone far enough.  It has been promised that resources will be 
increased for child protection workers.  Yesterday in this House I asked a question of the Minister for 
Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth.  We know that an additional 25 child 
protection workers will be employed.  My question to the minister was: when will these additional workers 
commence duties?  The answer from the parliamentary secretary states -  

(1) Ten positions will be advertised by mid January, and appointments will occur in accordance 
with the public sector recruitment and selection standards.  Fifteen positions will be advertised 
in mid 2003.   

Of course, this promise is over a four-year period.  However, it is disappointingly minimalist.  The case load 
numbers that I asked about vary.  Child protection workers in the Department for Community Development are 
complaining about their case loads.  One of the recommendations of the Gordon inquiry was for mandatory 
reporting.  I have said publicly and in this Chamber that I support mandatory reporting because we need to 
protect our children.  Western Australia is the only State that does not require mandatory reporting of serious 
child sexual abuse.  I can deduce only that a lack of resources or a lack of commitment to field the people to 
respond to that reporting has prevented Western Australia from responding to the Gordon inquiry 
recommendation to introduce mandatory reporting.   

Another major recommendation of the Gordon inquiry was to establish a commissioner for children.  In March 
this year I again called for the appointment of a children’s commissioner, as did Sue Gordon in her 
recommendations to the Government.  The Government’s response at that time was that it had set up the Office 
for Children and Young People’s Policy.  The minister is very naive in this area, because she responded by 
saying that it had set up that office within the Department for Community Development.  As we learnt at the 
summit, and for those members who are not aware of it, a children’s commissioner is an advocate for children, is 
independent of government agencies and reports to either the Premier or the Government.  I hope that at some 
time in this Parliament I have the chance to deliberate on the establishment of a commissioner for children.  
However, it is very disappointing that the Government has reneged on one of the major recommendations of the 
Gordon inquiry.  The case of little James in New Zealand and the child protection issues that arose in 
Queensland and New South Wales provided New Zealand and those States with the catalyst for establishing a 
children’s commissioner.  Perhaps Susan Taylor’s death will be the catalyst for Western Australia to do the 
same.   

People have asked me what a commissioner would cost.  I do not know the details of that.  It depends on the size 
of the office.  However, I do know that the Queensland office, which has 70 employees and is very proactive, 
costs $3.4 million.  The office in New Zealand has only 12 to 15 employees and, I think, a budget of about 
$1.5 million.  We are talking about very small amounts of money for somebody who will stand outside the 
Government, ask questions and be a proactive advocate for children in this community.  I am very disappointed 
with the Government’s response to the Gordon inquiry.   

I return to the children’s summit, at which Professor Fiona Stanley, who is a national treasure and has received 
many awards for her extremely outstanding work, painted the picture for our children’s health and education in 
Western Australia.  As always, Fiona Stanley fired up many people.  She talked about what would make a 
difference for Western Australia’s children.  The whole community should adopt a bipartisan approach to a 
commitment to children and youth.  I believe we should be looking for that here.  All of us have a responsibility. 

Fiona Stanley also talked about the collaboration between research, policy and practice.  I give full credit to the 
Howard federal Government for the establishment of the Australian research alliance.  Fiona referred to this and 
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said that we must bring all research together.  In Western Australia an amazing amount of research information 
has been gathered on maternal and infant health, mental health, youth suicide, behavioural problems, child 
abuse, asthma, diabetes and complex diseases, birth defects, cerebral palsy, educational problems, drug and 
substance abuse, juvenile crime and so on.  Fiona Stanley presented figures at the summit for children with 
health problems.  In 2000, in the four to 11-year age group, 30 children per 1 000 had mental health problems; in 
the 12 to 16-year age group, 22 children per thousand had mental health problems, and out all ages 53.5 in a 
thousand, or 17.7 per cent children, had mental health problems.  Youth suicide has been rising, as has the 
increase in child abuse.  Literacy disparity, juvenile crime and violent assaults have increased.  Although most 
Western Australian children are fine, there are some serious problems.   

Fiona Stanley’s message was that we must work towards a cooperative solution with the family, the school and 
the children and towards interagency cooperation.  Her concept of an alliance of research across Australia is an 
extremely interesting one because it would bring together all research.  As Fiona has said on a number of 
occasions, and I have said in this Chamber, until we base our public policy on sound research, we are wasting 
our time.  We know what is wrong; we know what works; we need to put it into practice.  The federal 
Government has funded this joint effort on child research, which will lead to enormous improvements in 
bringing together the research. 

An article in The West Australian reads -  

Prime Minister John Howard yesterday launched a national early intervention program aimed at raising 
the welfare of Australian children.   

Speaking at the TVW Child Health Research Institute in Subiaco, Mr Howard unveiled the Australian 
Research Alliance for Children and Youth - 

The acronym for that is ARACY -  

to streamline communication between the dozens of agencies devoted to child health and welfare.   

Fiona Stanley will be the alliance’s first chief executive and Michael Chaney will be the inaugural 
chairman. 

I acknowledge both of those people as outstanding Western Australians who have put their hand up for children, 
as Roger McKay would say.  An article in The West Australian of 12 November referred to Fiona Stanley’s 
addresses at that conference and an address at a later conference on early childhood.  It reads - 

 . . .  the extent of youth crime, sex abuse, neglect, mental health disorders, obesity, diabetes and teen 
suicide in Australia was so shocking as to raise the question of whether we are creating a society that is 
toxic for children.   

Most people are vaguely aware that all is not well with many youngsters, but few would have thought 
that the problems are as serious as outlined by Professor Stanley.   

She even went so far as to question whether Australia’s future prosperity would be threatened when 
many of these childhood disorders continued into adulthood.   

According to her figures, one in five youngsters aged between 12 and 16 had significant mental health 
problems, male teenage suicide rates had quadrupled since the 1960s and rates of juvenile crime had 
ballooned  . . .  

Professor Stanley’s solution is a proposed national early intervention program, similar to Britain’s 
multi-billion dollar Sure Start scheme which, in turn, is based on a United States program called Head 
Start. 

Fiona Stanley has done huge amounts of work.  Over the years that I have been in this place I have availed 
myself of the opportunity to travel to a number of places, including Queensland to meet the commissioner, and 
to England.  I have spoken at length and reported in this Parliament on those findings.  The work of Sir 
Christopher Ball and others who work through the Royal Society of Arts in England, the Sure Start program, to 
which Fiona Stanley referred, which has just been funded by the British Government.  When I first met Sir 
Christopher Ball in 1993 when the coalition was about to fund the kindergarten program for every child in this 
State, which it proceeded to do, he asked how I got my Government to agree to it.  He was fascinated.  He and 
his group have worked tirelessly to build up the Sure Start program.  I have spoken before about his report in 
1994 on the importance of early learning.   

Three weeks ago, Dr Gillian Pugh, who is English, addressed a number of people in Western Australia.  That 
followed on from my conference.  Her address was called “Early Childhood Services: Will Cinderella get to the 
Ball?”  It was a fascinating topic.  I believe that Cinderella is about to be dressed well, because more people 
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around Australia are now conscious of the importance of early intervention, combining research and being 
dedicated and committed to putting into place better programs.  However, I am seriously concerned about this 
Government’s commitment to early intervention and to our young children.  Although the Government has made 
a response in a small way to Aboriginal children, I remind the Government that this State has 58 000 
Aboriginals, 7 000 Aboriginal children aged up to four years and 15 000 aged between seven and 14 years.  We 
are not talking about many children; we are talking about only 7 000 children aged up to four.  The condition of 
Western Australia’s Aboriginal children is a national disgrace.  The Premier said that the Gordon inquiry 
findings were a national disgrace.  Since The Government’s response, he has said that he is writing to the Prime 
Minister.  Our Prime Minister is switched on to this area.  He is the first Prime Minister who has appointed a 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs.  The federal Opposition today is calling for a national curriculum for 
four-year-olds.  What it is really saying is that the rest of Australia needs to catch up with Western Australia.  
However, if someone in opposition in federal Parliament says that Australia needs a national curriculum for 
kindergarten children, we must think very seriously about it.  We need the provision of early intervention 
programs but, please God, not a national curriculum so that every three and four-year-old is doing the same thing 
on any given date.  That leads me to another very worthwhile - 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Which member of the federal Labor Opposition came out with that? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I heard it on the radio as I came in this morning and I did not quite catch the name. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  It is bereft of ideas. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes, indeed; it is playing catch-up.  Although I acknowledge that an effort is being 
made, it is misguided to call for a national curriculum for those very young children.  That is not what we want.  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich asked what a play specialist does.  I would like to devote more time to the findings of 
Professor Fiona Stanley’s presentation, but I must leave that.  

Hon David Malcolm, Chief Justice of Western Australia, made some very interesting observations that most 
young people perform very well.  He said that only a very small group of people commit minor offences and, as 
a society, we should be considering making provision for different needs for our young pre-adolescent people.  I 
gave him the brief to talk about Western Australia’s children in respect of the law and progress over the past 10 
years.  He said in his paper - 

 I am here to speak to you this morning about the law and West Australian children.  There is a widely 
held public perception that young people are generally delinquent and many of them are involved in 
violent or anti-social crime.  This is an inaccurate reflection.  In the context of juvenile crime, most 
offences are relatively minor in nature.  Few young offenders become serious or repeat offenders.  

He said many other things, one of which was that juvenile offending attracts disproportionate media and public 
attention and that young people tend to spend most of their leisure time with friends in groups and they need to 
be accommodated.  We need to make spaces for them to play and to gather.  He also dwelt on the importance of 
the family and of programs that are integrated and coordinated.  He suggested that agencies work together, rather 
than compete, and share knowledge about children in their early years.  His contribution to the summit was 
outstanding.  It pointed to the fact that only a small minority of children offend, so our policies must be broad 
and inclusive and apply to competent children.  As I have said in this Chamber before, we must consider how we 
can support families that produce competent children and competent adults and the policies that we need to 
support them.  

I have risen today in the light of this Government’s attitude to the parenting programs.  The Government is a 
disgrace; it has taken away from normal parents who look for assistance in their parenting roles, which are not 
easy for most parents.  When parents have their first baby, they do not get a certificate to say that they are 
adequately trained parents.  The parenting centres established under the coalition Government as shopfronts have 
been closed down by this Government and the money allocated to an unknown source.  I question the relevance 
of providing parenting programs only in child-care centres.  It is very good to locate them in child-care centres if 
the poor, busy mums and dads who are rushing to work have time to stop and pick up a brochure.  Most families 
go to shopping centres when they have time to spend together.  The shopfront parenting centres provided an 
opportunity to draw parents’ attention to issues by asking questions such as “Are you having trouble with peer-
group pressure among 14 or 15-year olds?” or “Do you suspect your child is taking drugs?”.  Parents knew that 
they could walk freely into those places without being under the watchful eyes of social workers or employees of 
the Department for Community Development.  They provided free access and very good professional advice.  
Parents did not feel as though they would be identified or that they were a statistic. 

I refer now to Prue Walsh’s paper on the importance of play.  I asked her to address the issues of play in the 
developing child, the issues that negate play and why she feels play is relevant to Western Australia’s children 
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today.  The issue of play is very relevant.  We know that the good growth and development of children comes 
from their play.  She made the following comments - 

 Play is an inherent pattern of childhood.  All children do it whether they are rich or poor, whatever the 
culture or background. 

  . . . They learn through play: physically, socially, cognitively, emotionally and - they learn more 
rapidly in the early years of life than they ever will again. 

In outdoor play the most readily acknowledged benefit is physical development.  

One of the subjects Prue Walsh dwelt on under the heading of the relevance of the Western Australia’s children 
was exercise.  We now know that the number of fat children in Australia is the second largest per capita in the 
world.  In this nation, which has a wonderful climate and wide open spaces, we are taking play equipment out of 
playgrounds because of the duty of care onus on the teachers and public liability issues.  A preponderance of 
children are being locked within four walls.  I say that emphatically because unlike the situation that existed 
when most of us grew up and the neighbourhood was a playground, parents no longer feel confident to allow 
their children to play in their local park. 

Hon Paddy Embry interjected. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  That is right.  There are a number of reasons for that, but I do not have time to 
address them today.  I want to put on the record that government must consider the mental and physical health 
and emotional and cognitive state of Western Australia’s children.  

Prue Walsh went on to quote Creaser, who said -  

 Children learn to solve problems, negotiate roles and positions, use power over others in leadership 
roles and at other times are followers.  They learn to express their own feelings and build on their 
understanding of the feelings of others and respond to other children’s emotional reactions. 

She also quoted Bettleheim as follows - 

 The lesson children learn from play which is possibly of greatest value, is that when they lose, the 
world does not come to an end . . . that despite temporary setbacks in life, they may still succeed.  

Children learn to negotiate, cooperate and concentrate through their play.  We are taking away the places in 
which they can play and negating opportunities for them to play, even in the child-care industry and after-school-
care places for which the regulations have just been reviewed.  Unless we provide safe places for children to 
play, they will become less active, less alert and more obese.  In supporting good design and scaffolding in her 
paper, Prue Walsh said - 

The physical environment can be equally supportive, especially when it supports and allows children 
independence and freedom of choice.  

My time is rapidly running out and I have much more to say. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Do you want an extension of time? 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Maybe.  Isabelle Adams gave a run-down of the state of our Aboriginal children.  I 
wanted to refer to the latest figures released by the Minister for Education on literacy and numeracy in primary 
schools for 2002, which shows that Aboriginal children have shown improvement in most areas but lag behind 
their peers.  However, we are talking about only 7 000 little children of Aboriginal descent from zero to four 
years.  We are not talking about a lot of children.  We have no excuses for the continued low achievement in 
performance in literacy and numeracy among our Aboriginal children.  That is one of the reasons I have strongly 
supported the appointment of a commissioner for children to advocate on behalf of children and to ask questions 
such as “What is happening to them now?” “How fit are they?”  “Are they obese?”  “What are their literacy 
levels like?” “What are their immunisation rates and their health statistics?”  Once again, the federal Government 
is providing a lead to the States because it has just announced a $300 million program for programs for 
meningococcal desease.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The children’s summit I organised, “The State of Western Australian Children”, 
focused on investment in the early years; that is, recognising the importance of the early learning and preventive 
programs, and the relevance of a children’s commissioner in focusing the community on important issues for 
children.  I now go through some issues which substantiate the importance of the role of a commissioner in 
Western Australia, and outline my disappointment at the response from the Gallop Government to the Gordon 
inquiry in not providing money to establish a children’s commissioner. 
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The day on which the Government responded to the Gordon inquiry, The West Australian carried an article 
outlining a survey carried out throughout Australia.  The article of 3 December, headed “Hidden Fears” and 
written by Kate Gauntlett, reads - 

Protecting children from sex abuse and drugs, along with health care and domestic violence are our 
biggest worries, a survey has found. 

It found that Australians saw global problems like terrorism as beyond their control. 

It refers to a number of other matters.  It continues - 

The top concern was Australian paedophiles going to Asia for sex, with 77 per cent or people saying 
they were very concerned about the problem. 

I remind the Chamber that children’s commissioner offices were set up in three Australian States and New 
Zealand after alarming child protection issues arose in each of those places.  However, the commissioners had a 
far broader perspective than only child protection. 

[Leave granted for the member's time to be extended.] 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  The issues alluded to in the article in The West Australian represent the underlying 
concerns in the Western Australian community about our children and their future, which is our future.  The 
amendment to the Address-in-Reply states that the Government has been derelict in its duty; I refer to the 
children of Western Australia, as the Government did not take note of a most important recommendation of a 
million-dollar inquiry headed by Sue Gordon; namely, to establish a children’s commissioner in Western 
Australia.  The inquiry focused on that small but important section of aboriginal children who are sexually 
abused.  The Government’s response program is minimal.  A minimal amount of money is allocated, although it 
is a good start.  We must start somewhere, and the program is a good addition to the coalition Government’s 
initiatives.  I recognise the Gallop Government for that aspect, but it has not gone far enough. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  It addresses the abuse of only three per cent of the population. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes.  It is a national disgrace that we have such a poor result with our health and 
education program for our Aboriginal community, the children of which represent only two per cent of our 
population.  I refer to 7 000 children aged from zero to seven years.  If we cannot solve those problems in this 
State of abundant resources, energy, money and enthusiasm, it is a national disgrace. 

Picking up this “Hidden Fears” theme and people’s concerns about paedophiles and protecting children, the 
Children’s Commission of Queensland has established a child card for all workers with children, be they 
volunteers or paid workers.  It has been done very well.  People working with children must carry a card like a 
drivers licence containing a thorough police record, criminal history and health record - everything.  It must be 
renewed every two years.  Volunteers need not pay for the card, and anyone in paid employment must pay for 
the renewal every two years.  It is a positive initiative. 

I am keen to make a statement in the House today.  It was announced in Tasmania this week that Australian 
children are the second fattest in the world, and that obesity is a leading problem, in addition to literacy, 
numeracy and other health issues.  A call was made in Tasmania for compulsory physical education in all 
schools; I make that call again in this Chamber today.  If we do not address the lack of physical activity and 
other issues that act against children’s physical activity, we will face enormous problems in the future.  Rather 
than focusing on the aged and the baby boomers, we will face a generation of inactive, obese and non-alert 
people.  All the functioning of the body will be effected by that inactivity. 

I have done much research on the establishment of a children’s commissioner.  The Western Australian 
Government has been derelict in its duty by not establishing a children’s commissioner.  The Opposition is 
committed to the establishment of a children’s commissioner.  I reiterate that a children’s commissioner would 
work with families, which, as the natural source of values, ethics and behaviour in our children, must be 
supported and protected.  As I stated at the children’s summit during Children’s Week, it is time that we 
considered different systems, structures and strategies to develop a better child and family protection model.  I 
am disappointed that the Government has taken away some of the structures and support systems established by 
the coalition.  I have had the opportunity to look at some of the legislation drawn up by the 19 countries that 
have established children’s commissioners.  The latest information I have received is a 2002 report from the 
Education, Culture and Sport Committee of the Scottish Parliament, which proposes a commissioner for children 
and young people.  I have also considered Northern Ireland and South Australian legislation, and the New South 
Wales Ombudsman Amendment (Child Protection and Community Services) Bill 1998 (No 2).  As members are 
aware from the detailed report I tabled in Parliament months ago, I spent some time in London last year and 
visited, at length, the Office of the Children’s Rights Commissioner for London, from which I continue to 
receive interesting reports.  The City of London has established a three-year project working towards the 
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establishment of a commissioner for children.  It released “The State of London’s Children Report”, which 
canvassed the opinions of children as well as those of children’s organisations.  From a global point of view the 
issues do not vary greatly.  As Fiona Stanley stated in her paper, we have to be united in our approach to the 
issue of children.  Child poverty is the greatest concern of the Office of the Children’s Rights Commissioner for 
London.  The issues put at the top of the agenda by London children include health and feeling happy; mental 
health; education; children having a say; what children do with their free time; transport; feeling safe and happy 
at home; and, crime.   

I put on record my disappointment with the Gallop Government for not going as far as it should in addressing the 
problems in the community and the issues facing children.  It has not invested enough money in the early years 
even though a dollar invested in the early years will save $7 in the future.  I finish my contribution by referring 
to Nelson Mandela who, in his role as spokesperson for the global movement for children, stated that we all have 
a role to play - that is, leaders, citizens, public and private organisations, children and young people - and that 
what we demand from our leaders we also demand of ourselves.  Mr Mandela also said that the GMC calls on 
everyone everywhere to do as much possible in their own time and in their own way for children and with 
children.  I call on the State Government to put children at the top of the political agenda and to use money 
instead of words.  I call on the Premier of the State - Dr Dolittle - who promises much and does little.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Peter Foss.   
 


